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No. 2. Vol. 3. 
FIVE THOUSAND POUNDS FUND!!! 


THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE TO TILK POTTERS 
GENERALLY. 


Broruers and FRienDs,—There are crisises that | 


take place in the affairs of men, when much of evil or 
good depends on the exertions of those, whose interests 
are placed at stake. If forethought and decision cha- 
racterize the proceedings of any individual, or body of 


individuals, evil may be averted ; but if, on the contrary, } 


apathy aud vacillation characterize those proceedings, 
evil may be the consequence, and lasting misery entailed 


on those, whom a little energy and forethought may have } 


saved from their fate. Had the stocking-frame workers 
of Derby, or the hand-loom weavers of Lancashire, taken 
the precaution, on the first sign of the introduction of 
mechanical appliances in their trades, to have secured 
funds for the purchase of Jand, much that is deplorable 
and miserable might have bern averted, by those unfor- 
tunate men. Their property in land would have given 
them power to have battled with machinery, and all that 
mass of wealth sunk—irrecoverably sunk—in useless 
strikes, might have been a memento to the end of time, 
of the wise appropriation of trades’ funds. But their 
crisis passed over their heads, and like the sirocco of the 
desert, left nothing in its wake but wretchedness and 
ruin. 

Working potters, your crisis has now arrived. Me- 
chanical appliances are now being introduced in your 
trade, the evils of which no one yet has the power to 
foretell. Nevertheless, if we may judge from the past 
history of this empire, and from the deplorable condition 
of those trades in which mechanical appliances have been 
introduced, there is a most frightful future in prospect 
for us as working men. All the privations and sufferings 


Saturpay, Decemper Tra, 1844. 





Price One Penny. 
}of the mst abject poveysty will be ows, Ob! what a 
|time is this to call forth the energies of every working 
| potter! 
| To you who have been our brethren in Union, we say, 
reflect seriously on the precarious position you now oc- 
cupy. You have struggled with us, your Central Com- 
mittee, for twelve months’ past, and you will not desert 
us now. You have shown yourselves to be men in whom 
confidence may be placed, and we are proud of your 
} past conduct. You bave been with us when our Union 
| was in its infancy, and you have watched its progress 
} You have struggled with us for the es- 
| tablishment of a periodical of your own, in which your 
| interests may be edvocated, and your rights defended, 
|} and you have succeeded. You have struggled with us 
| for the abolition of the “ Allowance System,” and the 
| robbery has ceased. You have made claim for on advance 
| of price, and like the exertions of determined men, your 
| efforts have been crowned with success. These and much 
{more you have accomplished, but they all sink into no- 
}thingness, when compared with the one great evil that 
}now hangs over your heads, and for the destruction «f 
| which, we are about to appeal to you, for assistance. We 
jappeal not only for ourselves, but for you, and your 
| wives, and little ones—yea, for the whole of our trade. 
| The evil we anticipate is a general evil, and will entail 
| sorrow and suff ring on all working potters. Will you, 
j then, brethren in Union, support your Executive in all 
| that they may legally and constitutionally do, to obstruct 
| the introduction of this evil into any branch of the pot- 
ting business 7 At your public meetings, you have 
; pledged yourselves that you will, and you will abide by 
| your pledge. We have confidence, that all that we may 
‘ 


now do, to obstruct the introduction of mechanical power— 














































































10 THE POTTERS' EXAMINER, 


the evil anticipated—into any branch of our trade, will} mence operations. With an object like this before you, 
be heartily responded to, by every member of our Union. | there is not a man of you, that will seek to withhold his 
With this feeling, we have made a levy of a half-crewn } half-crown. No excuse will be urged ;—no delay sought 
per man, throughout the whole of our body, and this{ after. Now, now, will be your time; and you will pay 
levy you will pay—yon will pay it heartily and cheerfully ! | your levy! Only reflect, that when Arkwright invented 
This will be the first of eight levies, which will be called | the Spinning Jenny, it worked, comparatively speaking, 
for fortnightly, until the whole are paid. The aggregate | but a few spindles. Now it works hundseds. The same 
of these levies, we call the Frve Tuousanp Povunpns | results will follow Mr. Mason’s machine. That machine 
Funp, as we anticipate in this undertaking the assistance | may be worked either hy steam or hand power. It now 
of five thousand operative potters. You are aware, that} works, by hand power, two jigger-heads. In a short 
there are seven thousand adult potters in these districts. | time, it may be made to wo k hundreds of jigger-heads 
If, therefore, out of that number, five thousand good } by steam power; and then all the evi's that have been 
and true men can be found, the fund is realized. It will | entailed on the cotton spinners, will be entailed on you. 
be seen that we put aside two thousand, as thorough Union men !—men of the past year’s struggles! here is 
black-hearted men _——as men who have no feeling for their | a something that will.still call forth your energies. Be 
class, their friends, their families, or themselves—as | alive! or, in twelve months’ time, seven hundred Flat- 
narrow-minded helots, who hug the chains that bind | pressers will be seeking employment in other branches. 
them, and would lick the foot that tramples upon them—j{ ‘To those who are not in Union, we say, you, too, are 
things without hearts, souls, sense, or sympathy—we | in danger. It is not our intention to call you hard names, 
put aside, we say, two thousand as belonging to this | for not joining our society. All we say to you now, is, 
incurable class, leaving, we hope, five thousand honour- | your bread is at stake. -There is a common calamity 
able men for the consummation of our object. The fund, | about to befall us: will you, then, make common cause 
thus realized, will be devoted, exclusively, to the one{ with us, to buttle with the enemy? If you have the 
great object of obstructing the introduction of machinery hearts of men, you will. Recollect, it is no trifling 
in the potting business. It will be invested, for security, | struggle, we are about to engage in, but a matter of lite 
in the Emigration Society ; and stepe will immediately | and death. We seek not, now, for a raise of price, or 
be taken to purchase ¢welve thousand acres of land, in one | for any common trade's object, but for the conservation 
of the western states of the North American Union; on/ of our lives and homes :—your lives and homes. He 
which it is intended to locate all those who may now, or {| who will not lend a helping hand in this momentous 
hereafter, be injured by machinery. On the payment of | struggle, is a traiter to himself and a villain to his class, 
the first levy, Mr. Mason's hands will legally be request- ; and ought to be subjected to ajl the horrors and priva- 
ed to leave their employment, and to place themselves on | tions of a hand-loom weaver. We are fully aware, that 
the general funds of the Union. On these funds they } there are those amongst you,—nay, not a:nongst you, but 
will remain, until land is purchased, ani homes created | amongst the two thousand dblack-hearted ones, whose 
for those who feel inclined to take advantage of them ; | narrow-minds will urge them to use every petty excuse 
and this, it is hoped, will speedily be accomplished. By | to avoid their levies. Some of these will say, “ really, 
such means, your Committee hope to obstruct the intro- | [ am so awkwardly situated at the present time, that I 
duction of machinery into any branch of their trade ; | must postpone my payments for several mouths ; but I 
and, at the same time, to avoid the ruinous principle of | will certainly pay up before sixteen weeks are past.” 
keeping men in idleness when spades might be placed | Others will object to the application of the funds; and 
in their hands, and tand secured to them, by which they | these are the most slippery gentlemen of all. They are 
would be enabled to obtain comfortable livings for them- | men that are very large in the moath, and very =mall in 
selves and families, and a certain prospect of rising in | th« heart, and may be found, every night in the week, in 
the world. You will also bear in mind, that this land | the principal bar-companies of the neighbourhood, com- 
will be a resource, on which you may fall back, when } plaining about the sgnorance of working potters, and the 
any other great emergency may take place in your trade. | impossibility of placing confidence in them. Let the ob- 
Should any other manufacturer seek to introduce machi- | ject be what it may, for which the masses are struggling, 
nery in our trade, there would be plenty of room for Ais} these men have always their excuse to save their pockets. 
hands on our twelve thousand acre estate. And thusthe |“ If the funds were for such or such an object,” say 
foundation will be laid for a general, legal check, on all! | they, ** we would most willingly subscribe, but for the 
those who may feel desirous of introducing machinery | one proposed—oh, no !—we have no faith in it.” And 
into any branch of the potting business. A tract of | thus, they slide out of all trades’ payments. But enough 
country of twelve thousand acres is three miles square ; | of these, for the present. Suffice it to say, that we be- 
double the size of Wolstanton parish, or larger than the lieve, that the object for which we are struggling, is one 
whole of the Potteries put together. A fine estate, this! of the most noble that could possibly engage the atten- 
for working potters, and something tangible with which | tion of any trade’s society. We believe that there is a 
to battle against machinery! If we secure the Five} most frightful evil pending over the heads of working 
‘wousanp Pounns Fun», three thousand will purchase | potters; the extent of which is, at present, incalculable. 
the land, and there will be two thousand left to com-| We believe that the only true way to meet this evil, is 
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AND WORKMAN’S ADVOCATE. I! 


to raisea Fuxp oF Five Tuovsanp Povunps; to in-} to protect them:elves from the destroying influence of 
vest three-fifths of that sum in the half of a township of } mechamcal inventions. Your tills are in danger !— will 
land, in one of the western states of, North America; ; you pro’ectthem? Grocers, Butchers, Drapers, Hat- 
and to use the remainder, and other sums which may be | ters, Publicans, Shoe-makers, Tailors, in short, all who 
raised in a similar way, to legally stop the works of any | depend on the custom of working potters for trade, come 
manufacturer who may attempt to introduce machinery ; from behind the counter, and defend the poor! You 
in our trade ; and to remove his hands to better and hap- | have the means to assist working potters, in their present 
pier homes in another country. We believe this to be | difficulties ; and by assisting them, you assist yourselves, 
the most practicable way to battle with machinery. If we | Recollect, your means are the profits of ‘herr dealings ; 
fail in obstructing mechanical power being introduced in| and if they sink, down you come also. It is a common 
the potting business, we shall have the pleasing convic- | struggle, and admits of no class distinction. Away, then, 
tion, that we have done our best to oppose it; and we} with all the vanities of position; and let all, from coun- 
shall still have the land to fall back upon. And should ter to factory, unite for self-protection, against the one 
we succeed in crushing this monster evil, our reward,! common enemy, that is now receiving the breath of 
then, will be great indeed! We shall not only secure | vitality and ubiquity, at the works of Mr. Charles James 
the safety of our trade, but we shall also secure twelve | Mason, in the Fenton district. 

thousand acres of land; and that, to say the least, will To small manufacturers, we would say, you, too, are 
give us no small power in ali that we may hereafter un-;in danger. ‘The tendency of all machinery is to divide 
dertake. We, therefore, heartily wish success to our: society into two great classes, the extremely rich and the 
undertaking. We call upon all, both in, and out, of}extremely poor. If you have not the means fo raise 
Union, to assist us in our present struggle. Slip-makers, | yourselves into the former, you must sink into the latter, 
Throwers, Turners, Hollow-ware Pressers, F lat-pressers, | Mr. George Wall, the patentee for pot-machines, requires, 
Handlers, Printers, Ovenmen, Warehousemen, . Packers, | it is understood, upwards of 7hree Hundred Pounds 
China Potters, Painters, and Gilders, come forward, and | sterling, before one of his machines is allowed to leave 
assist us in this great work of Labour against Wrong! | the Manchester Rooms. If this be true, have you the 
Let all petty differences be cast on one side; and let us| means to expend from three to five hundred pounds, for 
meet the common enemy, with one common and unani-{| one of these mechanical appliances? If you have not, 
mons mind. To-night, you aregexpected to pay a half- | there are those that have ; and you may rest assured, that, 
crown per man. For the credit of your trade, let not | when the large manufacturers become possessed of these 


your eyelids close in sleep, before the money is paid :— 
let not your.dreams be haunted with rattling engines, 
hungry children, squalid wives, rags, wretchedness, and 


ruin, when one half-crown may close your eyes in peace! | 
Are you men! protect yourselves;—are you fathers! | 
protect your children ;—are you husbands! protect your | 
wives ;—are you operatives ! protect your trade. Machi- | 


nery will rob you of them all :— it will destroy the feel- 
ing of manhood within you ; it will confine your wives 
and little ones in huge factories, fourteen and sixteen 
hours per day; it will rob you of your skill, and transfer 


to iron and steam, the honest claims of flesh and blood ; | 
in short, it will destroy all the hopes of \our lives, all | 


the aspirations of your hearts, and will leave you, like 
the thousands of Yorkshire and Lancashire, the broken- 
hearted victims of mechanical inventions, with parish 
shells for your bones, and pauper graves to moulder in! 
Haste !__haste to the rescue ! 

To tradespeople and shopkeepers, we say, your in- 
terests are at stake, That which diminishesthe aggregate 
amount of wages in any district, will also diminish the 
aggregate amount of profits in the tills of the shopkeep- 
ers. Retail trade always takes its tone from the condi- 
tion of the working classes. If the latter be depressed, 
so will the former; if prosperity attend the condition of 
the poor, and wages are high, so will their benefits. ex- 
tend through every avenue of retail trade; and the 
workers and shopkeepers may rejoice together. It is 
your duty, then, tradesmen of the Potteries, to assist 
the operatives of these distric!s in their prese:.t struggle, 


of human existence,—you were left as a sunny spot in 


machines, your trade will pass into other hands; and 
‘then you sink into the class below, and grope your way 
to a poor-house. Alas! 


“ What a falling off is here! 
“ Othello’s occupation’s gone,” 
and machinery is the victor. 

To maidens, mothers, wives, and widows, we say, 
machinery is your deadliest enemy. Of all the sufferers 
by mechanical improvements, you will be the worst. It 
is a systematized process of slow murder for you. Itis 
a huge artificial curse, levelled against the whole of 
your order ;—the working order. It will destroy your 
natural claims to home and domestic duties, and will 
immure you and your toiling little ones in over-heated 
and dusty shops, there to weep, and toil, and pine, and 
|die. Oh! it is a devilish system, and might have been 
concocted in the lowest depths of omnipotent wicked- 
}ness. Women! you were made for higher duties than 
| that of tending on large giant engines !_you were made 
| for nobler purposes than tbe toiling wretcheduess of a 
factory life! It was never intended by the Deity that 
{the helpmate to man should be the slave to machinery. 

You have hearts, in which the richest germs of buman 
| sympathy call for development !---you have sensibilities, 
}in which all the feelings of the mother and the friend 
| wait only to be expanded! Shall these be crushed by 
,; machinery >—shall the noblest fountains of your exist- 
ence be dried up by mechanical invention 2? No!---Oh, 
no! You were made to adorn this probationary state 





























































































































12 THE POTTERS’ EXAMINER, 


the world’s great blauk ; you were intended to conserve 
the duties and decencies of home: —home! with all its 
comforts, ties, and responsibilities ;—you were intended 
to develope the infant mind, and to pour into the young 
heart all the overflowing sensibilities of your own gentle 
natures, Then, rise against the evil that would destroy 
you ;---rise against the monster that would crush all the 
sympathies of your hearts, all the hopes of your lives. 
Your ar is at stake; and you will, you must, pros 
tect it. 

Parents, beware! The children {who “run the 
moulds” of these machines, are confined in the Aot- 
house the whole day through. The machine conveys 
the moulds, through an aperture, into the sfove, where 
they are received, hour after hour, at a temperature of a 
life-destroying heat, by anumber of little roasted wretches 
that pine for a mouthful of God's free air, and cvave, 
like the victims of Siberian mines, for but one glance at 
heaven's clear blue sky. But the world is not for them 
l'lowers and fields, earth and sky, 

** Are banned and barred, forbidden fare.” 
They must “run moulds” in a stove, that Mammon 
might be glutted, and their young lives destroyed. 

And now, in conclusion, let us hope that all who may 
read this address will feel the full force of the evil we 
are desirous to avert ;---that all who are connected with 
the potting business will se the necessity of subscrib- 
ing to the Fivk Tuovsanp Pounps Funp; and that, 
before this day is added to the past, each and all will 
have done their best, to obstruct the introduction of 
mechanical power into any branch of the potting busi- 
ness. That such will be the case, is the heartfelt wish 
of your obedient, humble servants, 

The Central Committee of the United Branches 
of Operative Potters. 
Talbot Inn, Hanley, Dec. 7th, 1844. 


THE CLOCKMAKERS 
To the Editor of the Potters’ Examiner 

Srr,—As you are the Editor of a working man’s paper, we tak: 
the liberty of addressing a few words to you, and, through you, to 
the public at large. We are a society of operative clockmakers, 
resident in the neighbourhood, and must say that, like other trades, 
we experience ebbs and flows in ours ; and we fancy that you will 
agree with us in saying, that when trade is dull, it is, in a manner, 
impossible to get that for our labour, equal to what we do when it 
is brisk; at least it is so in our trade. About three years ago we 


experienced a dull tre ; since which time the price of labour has | 
I il trade; since which tim I | pany, deserted her. 


thought 
yw since 


trade is 


gradually fallen. Men were driven to extremes they littl 
of; and prices for clock-movement making 
the memory of man. Now, we fairly assert, that, w 
brisk, the price for labour ought to rise. If we compare the time, 
three years back, when our trade was dull, and workmen in plenty, 
with the present time, when our trade is brisk and full, and work- 
men scarce, we feel that we have a just claim to an increase of 
prices. We experience now a brisk demand, and we are endea- 
vouring, by all legal means, to raise the price of labour, and bet- 
ter our condition; but we must say, at the same time, that we 
experience diiliculties. 
two, ‘o accede te 


were neve 


Masters are agreeable, excepting one or 
our request, and are willing to struggle with 


us in the object. Our trade is limited in numbers compared with 





some trades, and in cas¢ an employer is unwilling to give, a 
men are desirous to get, a better price for their 
aJtc mative is to struggle for it, but our mcans are short of meeting 


Jabour, our only 


| regular working 


our demands : 
has turned out. 


little support. 
shall merit their kindness 
fair day’s work. We ask one shilling advance for making eight- 
day clock-movements 
neighbourhood, and better than thirty have joined in society. 
There is one thing we wish to explain, in conclusion, in whieh the 
publie might be led astray. There are some men that ‘trust more 
to their strength than their knowledge, and boast a deal about 
the quantity of work they are able to get through They can, 
they say, make two clock-movements in the week; and receiving 
ten shillings for each, they are content, and stand aloof; but we 
fearlessly assert, that it is impossible a man can do his duty to his 
work; one aud a half is as much as a man can do, and make the 
article as it ought to be made, and reckoning eleven hours as 
Some there are that can make but one in the 
weck. 

These are facts we can prove; we know what working is; but 
we must here conclude. We do not wish to trespass too much 
upon your columns; we leave you and the public to consider the 
remain yours, respectfully, 

Tne Society or 
nder-Lyme, Noy. 26, 1844 


subject, and 
CLOCK MAKERS, 
New tle- 


EMIGRATION,—Letrer No. XXXYV. 
( Conclude d fi om our last.) 

But a very remarkable circumstance connected with this gentle- 
man’s removal here, is the character of the people who accompany 
him, and who are all Highlanders, that he has in the course of nine 
years’ intercourse with them, only seen two glasses of whiskey 
drunk, and, as a matter of course, never saw a fou man amongst 
them, and that he has often $een men, who have come from a dis- 
tance with their oxen to help at bees, (which the Doctor says ought 
more properly to be called hives,) leave the hive, in profound dis- 
gust, merely because the master, or head bee of the hive, ventured 
to hint, that a glass of whiskey might be refreshing to them after 
their long walk—an unusual feeling of temperance for a High- 
lander and a lumberman, and which it is devoutly to be hoped, in 
this land of whiskey, they may long continue to cherish. 

I returned twelve miles on the road by which I came, and then 
passed through a fine country towards Waterloo. It is entirely 
inhabited by old country people, whose clearings and farms. are a 
sufficient contradiction to the very generally received notion in 
this country, that it requires a lifetime to learn to chop down trees. 
The farms are as good as any of their age in Canada, and the peo- 
ple as well off, though none of them have been on their land more 
than ten or twelve years, and many of them not half so long. 

They have one great advantage over the rest of the Province, 
the Canada Company have made them good roads, and built good 
mills, and that is sure to make a good settlement. 

When at Goderich, I heard a story worthy of record. A poor 
half-witted Frenchwoman came up to a village about thirteen miles 
below Goderich, where the ne’er-do-weel, with whom she kept com- 

] A man in whose house they had lived, hired 
a canoe at his own expense, to take her and her infant, of a yea 
old, down to her friends on the St. Clair, but a gale coming on, 
they were driven on shore, and it being the beginning of winter, 
the snow was on the ground. The canoe-man took her on to the 
next house, and went to secure his eanoe. The poor foolish crea- 
ture thought that she could get on five miles farther to the village 
she had left, through a wood path drifted up with snow, and not 4 
house but one on the whole line. Accordingly she started, and 
must have lost her way, for she was found lying on her back with 
her long hair frozen in the snow. But though He that made us, 
had Nestowed but little reason upon her, the instinct, which he 
hath given to all living things for the preservation of their young, 
was strong in her, for it appeared that when the poor natural 
thought she must perish, her last care was about her infant, She 
had stripped herself of her under petticoat, torn it into stripes 


and in this position we now stand with a shop that 

And if we should be so unfortunate as to solicit 
the kind assistance of our friends, we hope they will give us a 
We have been needful to potters ; and we hope we 
We ask but a fair day’s wages for a 


There is about forty clock-makers in the 
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and wrapped it round her child—then, taking off her hood, she 
had bound it over its head and face. When found by the Indian 
traders she was insensible, but the child was warm and well. They 
carried her to the next house: it was found that her feet were 
froxen, as was her back She was then taken on a bed to Gode- 
rich, where her feet came off. She was long before she recovered, 
but her motherly affection causec strong feeling in favour of the 
poor weak-minded Sephie La Voie. 

It was remarked to m t, to judge of good land, you should 
look at the trees, for if they are healthy, and of the right sort, 
(maple, cli, bass that is, lime tree, with some beech,) the land is 
good. ‘This is remarkably shewn in the district of Huron. The 
trees, particularly the elms, are the finest I have seen in Canada. 
When a party first start d from Guelph, to cut the road, they com- 
plained, on their return, that the Guelph trees had grown less. 

Comiug out of the rich loamy land of Huron, you all of a sud- 
den come on the light soil of Waterloo, one of the oldest settle- 
ments in the province. It was settled by Germans from Pennsyl- 
vania, nearly forty years ago, and a fine settlement they have made 
of it. The farms are large and well cultivated; the barns th« 
largest 1 ever saw, built generally on the slope of a hill, so as to 
give warm stables, byres, sheds, and poultry houses below them, 
aud the houses good two story buildings. It is said that this town- 
ship produces more wheat than the Eastern and Ottawa districts 





put together, and, if you were to add to it its neighbour town- | 


hip of Dumiries, 1 dare say more than the whole of the lower 
province 

I proceeded on to Galt, the capital of Dumfries, which is a 
thriving village. The Grand River at this place is as large a 
tream as can well be dammed, and a good dam dike has been 
thrown across it here, enough to supply power for all the mills that 
«an ever be required here. I have got my report of the land I 
lave visited ready, and am copying it for the purpose of sending it 
home. Itis much more particular anent lands than this, which 

a mere sketch of my journal; you can see if you like, but as you 
ave more to do with leather than land, I enclose you the prices of 
vork in your trade, which I procured from a snob in Toronto. 
§ many details of fai vtly matters, and the 
ending cut of his wife and children, of no interest to the general 
eader, ) } 

lhe result of my travels and inquiries is, that I would recom- 
end to my friends to settle to the west of Brantford, but not far- 
her west than Chatham, I would give the preference to the dis- 
victof Huron, and next to that, the district of London. 

I shall start for home in three days, and set to work on my farm, 

, a8 | have not so many wonders to see, I'll have the fewer to, 
il you off, and, therefore, I will not write till the beginning of } 
he new year, when I hope to be able to inform you that my hous¢ 
B in order for my wife and family. With kindest regards to them, 
nd all inquiring friends, I remain, my dear John, &c. 

Galt, August, R. 8. 


( Herve Si liows a great 





Che Potters’ Examiner, 

And Workman’s Advocate. DecEMBER 71H, 1844. 
This is the day Many are the hopes and fears that potters 
ill, to-night, do that, for which their safety, now and for ever, so 
iperatively demands all their energies. By some, this manufac- 
ry is thought to be dead to its most importaut interests ; by 
hers, that; and so an anxious fear prevails as to the result of 
is day's subscription. There are others, who are buoyant in | 
€ c\treme ; and whose hopes have realized the Five THousanp 
OUNDs already, These individuals can point to whole manufac- 
ties, where all have pledged themselves to pay their eight half- 
owns. And thus, our society is agitated, between hope and fear, 
to the result of this day’s levy. For ourselves, we sincerely be- 
ve that a large majority of the operatives of these districts will 
artily and joyfully pay their ha!f-crowns per man. We believe 
¢ evil, te obstruct which THE FUND is to be raised, is so imme- 
‘tein its operetions, and so frightful in its aspect, that potters 
erally would not seruple to pay their pounds, where now they 
e called on pay shillings. AL that is required, is the conviction, 
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that money will crush it. But this, time alone must show. It is 
a monster evil, backed by all the power of capital, and to success- 
} fully battle with which, all the energies of our lives must be called 
into requisition. There are those, doubtless, amongst us, who are 
) 8o far lost to every feeling of independent manhood,—so thoroughly 
| Slavish, selfish, and stupid, that they would allow any calamity to 
befall them, without struggling to avert it. But these, we are 
happy in believing, form the exceptions to working potters; and 
may be put aside as the very dregs of bad principle. The mass of 
our trade have the sanity to see the danger in which they are 
placed; and they are determined, if possible, to avertit. But 
there is a notion gotten into the heads of a fev, that, if they take 
out individual shares in the Emigration Society, it will be the same 
as paying their levies to the Five Tuovusanp Pounps Fun». 
Nothing can be more erroneous. Individual shares bear individual 
interest ; and the laws of the society will conserve that interest to 
every individual shareholder. The claim, to individual allotment, 
forms the very foundation of the society’s constitution, and car- 
ries with it an individual interest, separate and apart from the in- 
terest of the trade. But, in the Five THovsanp Pounps Funp, 
the general interest of the trade alone is steadily kept in view. 

Chat fund is to be devoted entirely to the obstruction of machinery 

into any branch of our trade. It will be placed at the disposal of 
the Central Committee; and will be directed, by them, to make 
houses for those who may strike work in opposition to machinery. 
Individual shareholders will be called on to subscribe to this fund, 
as well as those who have not paid a single farthing into the 

Emigration Secicty. It is a general trade’s struggle, and calls for 

the assistance of ALL. He, therefore, who would wish to creep 
out of this general subseription, by taking out an individual share, 

is not acting the part of an honourable man; but would slyly and 
Joolishly endeavour to avoid the general levies, by paying his half- 

crowns to a matter of individual gain, apart from the one great 

object of obstructing the introduction of machinery into: the pot- 
ting business. We say, foolishly ; because, if all were to avoid 
the levies, and to take out individual shares, the Central Committee 

would be left without a farthing to battle with machinery; and 

thus adi would be injured. Indeed, it is our opinion, that those 

who urge the policy of this individual-share proceeding, do it from 

no other motive than to aovid the levy, and to mislead some of our 

best friends. Such parties, to say the least, are guided more by 

self than by patriotism. But enough of this. The Central Com- 

imittee have appealed to you, for your levies, Will you support 

them? You have pledged yourselves, so to do, at your public 

meetings. Do it now at your factories ;—do it, with all the de. 

votedness of men whose lives are in danger ;—do it, without re- 

pining ;—do it, and when done, thank God, that it has been in 
your power so to do! 








PROGRESS OF TRADE REFORM.—LEEDS 
Communication, 

A General Meeting of all the Branches of Operative Potters was 
held on Monday eyening, November 2nd, at the Shakspeare Inn. 
The meeting was well attended, and the business gone through 
with very good feeling. Several subjects were brought before the 
meeting, and ably discussed by several intelligent potters. The 
branches in Leeds are arousing themselves well; they are 
determined to carry out the principles of the Union, to the farthest 
extent. Those branches who have not joined the Central Com- 
mittee are forming themselves. Undoubtedly, ere long, there will 
be a firm and consolidated union in Leeds. At the close of the 
meeting the following resolution was passed ; 

Resolved, that we, the potters of Leeds, return our sincere and 
heartfelt thanks to the potters of Swinton, for the undaunted 
determination they have exhibited in the late strike with the 
Messrs. Twigg. 

* * * CHAIRMAN. 


PUBLIC MEETINGS._LONGTON AND FENTON. 


We have barely room to state, that two crowded meetings, on 
the machinery question, came off at the above-named districts, on 
All was 


the Wednesday and Thursday evenings of last week. 
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i4 THE POTTERS’ EXAMINER, 


atuimation, and determination, and the Five Tuoi sax} 
Pounbs Question responded to, with a spirit that augurs much 
of ther ition of that important object. Go forward, 
Men of Fenton and Longton! and let your motto be, down with | 





in favo 


machinery, legally and constitutionally } man? 


OBSERVATIONS ON THE INTRODUCTION OF 
MACHINERY INTO THE POTTING TRADE, 


FELLOW-Wor!t 





MEN, These are eventful times. Our interest 
at danger. Inattention and wilful negligence 
on our part, may be fraught with everlasting degredation and ruin 





and welfare is in gr 





to us, as a class. 
and united efforts of the labouring classes (capital) is now turning 
round upon us, to trammel, impoverish, and to destroy us, Not 
so much from any fixed hatred, or real dislike, that the possessors 
of this accumulated capital feel towards us, as human beings, but 
more through the increased spirit for wealth, which is stimulating 
them to make use of the most efficient means for acquiring that on 
which their hearts are fixed 
in man, 


Selfishness is an insatiable principle 
There are no limits or bounds to its cravings. If we 
trace its operations and windings through every age of the world, 


t 


machinery really is designed to be a great blessing to them. But 
if the argument be good in reference to one kind of machinery, 
why not equally so when applied to all other kinds of machinery, 
implements, or tools invented, and brought into use by intelligent 
For if intelligence being employed, be a sufficient proof 
that such things were designed to be, by Him who endowed his 
creature, man, with intellectual powers, then, it must be equally a 
| proof, that machineries for battering down towns and «ities, and 
swords, and spears, and guns, and powder, and balls, were design- 
} ed by the Governor of the univease to destroy men's lives. But, 
who would have the boldness, in him, to charge the Giver of all 
good, with being the author, or designer of all the cruel, and 


) 
{ 
} 


That which has been produced by the toilsome | bloody deeds that have been planned, and perpetrated by intelli- 


gent men? None, we hope, neither does the manifestation of 
intelligence in the inventing of mechanical appliances for the 
superceding of manual labour, furnish a sufficient proof, that such 
} was designed to be the case, by the Almighty, as they conjecture. 
But, perhaps, the advocates of machinery are ready to cry out, 
stop, stop ;—you are straining the subject, and taking quite an 
extreme view of the matter, by comparing machinery, for the miti- 
gation of manual labour, and the producing of useful articles, with 
the implements of war. ‘The one kind of machinery, or instru- 


and mark its progress in all the arrangements of society, we shall | ments, are designed, and used, to injure, and destroy men, while 


find that it has lain at the bottom of all the corruptions, and afflic- 
tive occurrences of time. It has made its ravages through the 
wide world ; and the sons of men have bled, groaned, and died | 
beneath its feet. Had it stopped here, and only exhibited its hi- | 
deousness in the struggles and conflicts of ambitious kings and 
bloodthirsty warriors, it would have been well for us. But, alas! 
this has not been the case; for it exhibits itself on every hand, 
but especially so in the commercial world, Yes! here it is become 
rampant: it is become wantonly mad. Each of its dupes at 
prompted by it to make use of every means within their power, in 
order to make himself rich. 
regardless of others’ good; just or unjust, right or wrong, it mat- 
I want to be rich, and great, and independent, is the 
secret whisper within; and must and will be so, by some means 
or other. And if I cannot do all I wish for, by fair, honest } 


In the general scramble, cach one is 


ters not, 


those kinds of machinery, that we defend, are to confer their 
manifold blessings on the whole society of men.”” True! if so be, 
that they were designed to be employed in man’s stead, it must be 
in such a manner, as would prove really advantageous to him, They 
were never designed to be a curse, and a blessing to him, at the 
same time 


(To be continued.) 


ON THE MODE OF SUPPLYING PROVISIONS IN LARGE 
TOWNS, 

(From Archbishop Whateley’s Lectures on Political Economy.) 

Let any one propose to himself the problem of supplying with 


daily provisions, of all kinds, such a city as our metropolis, con 
; ? 





taining above a million ofinhabitants. Let him imagine himself 

dealing, I must try a little underhanded, outwitting science; and} 4 head commissary, entrusted with the office of furnishing to 

if my own labour will not realize it, then I will have some others | this enormous host their daily rations. Any considerable failure 
° } 


to help me ; and if the employment of men and women, and a few 
children, will not answer for me, then I will try what less men, and 


more women and children, will do; and if it does not come fast 
enough by all this assistance, then I will have recourse to ma- 


chinery. 
Such, in effect, is the language of the capitalists of the present 








day Instead of beiug content with the good, honest profits of 
trade, and aiming at promoting th vest interests of all, by a 
proper and natural use of their wealth, so as to conserve the good 
of all, they seem to be fully bent on benefitting themselves, al- 
though it be at tbe sacrificing of thousands, or should cau in 


industrious people to pine in rags and wretchedness all the days o/ 
their lives. 

Oh! this craving after more than what we need to make us 
comfortable. 
noble. 


Oh! this aspiring to become great, and mighty, and 
Oh! this longing after an external display of pomp and 


show. How it tends to degrade, and trample down the poor and } possi 


helpless ! i 

Having made these few remarks, by \ f preamble, let us 
now examine a few of the arguments tha ommonly urged in 
defence of machinery, or that are genera use of, to justify 
its application to the production of manuf 








The first argument, aduced by the advo of machinery, is 
mostly to the following effect; vix. “ That machinery is the pro 
duction, orthe effect, of intelligence ; and that intelligence is the 


gift of God to man; and that the use of machinery undoubtedly 
was designed, by the giver of all good, to be a blessing to mankind, 
generally.” 

In answer to this species of fine methodical sophism, we would 
ob ve, that it has the appearance of much plausibility about it, 
and carries with it too, a degree of cogency, when offered to the 
unwary part of mankind, sufficient to make them believe that 


}in the supply, even for a single day, might produce the most fright 


ful distress ; since the spot on which they are cantoned produces 
itely nothing. Some indeed of the articles consumed admit 
of ng reserved in public or private stores, for a considerable 
time ; but many, including most articles of animal food, and many 
f vegetable, are of the most perishable nature. As a deficient 
upply of these even for a few days, would occasion great incon 
lancy of them would produce a corresponding 
er, in a district of such vast extent as this (as it 
t y called) ‘ province covered with heuses”’ it is essen 
tial that the supplies should be so distributed among the different 
quarters, as to be brought almost to the doors of the inhabitants; 
t least within such a distance that they may without an incol 
venient Waste of time and labour, procure their daily shares. 











venience, so, a redun 


waste. M 





las veen i 


Moreover, whereas the supply of provisions for an army 
} garrison comparatively uniform in kind; here, the greatest 





le variety is required, suitable to the wants of various classes 


of consumer 
Again, this immense population is extremely fluctuating ™ 


{numbers ; and the increase or diminution depends on causes, of 


which, though some may, others can not, be distinctly foreseen 
The difference of several weeks in the arrival, for instance, of one 
of the great commer 
i parliament, which cause a great variation in the population, iti 
ofter. impossible to foresee. 

Lastly, and above all, the daily supplies of each article must be 
so nicely adjusted to the stock from which it is drawn to the 





cial fleets, or in the assembly or dissolution of 


}seanty, or more or less abundant harvest importation or other 


source of supply 


to the interval which is to elapse before a fresh 
stock can be furnished, and to the probable abundance of the nev 


supply, that as little distress as possible may be undergone ;_ tht 


m the one hand the population may not unnecessarily be put upoS 
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short allowance for any article, and that on the other hand they} you a few general remarks upon America and the’ Americans. 
may be preserved from the more dreadful risk of famine, which would | America, from its productive soil, its extent, and its facilities for 
ensue from their continuing a free consumption when the store | the transmission of produce, by its Lakes and Rivers being navi- 
was insufficient to held out. | gable so far inland, must become a great nation. 

Now let any one consider this problem in all its bearings, reflect-| You may have an idea of the progression of the country from 
ing on the enormous and fluctuating number of persons to be fed } the fact, that, in 1836, the value of produce exported from ¢ hicago, 

the immense quantity, and the variety of the provisions to be} in the State of Illonois, was 1,000 Dollars, and in 1843, there was 
furnished, the importance of a convenient distribution of them, and } exported, from the same place, produce to the amount of 1,000,000 
the necessity of husbanding them discreetly; and then let him; Dollars. Inthe Months of July and August last, 9,000 Emi- 
reflect on the anxious toil which such a task would impose on a} grants arrived here (New York) from Great Britain and Ireland ; 
board of the most intelligent commissaries ; who, after all, would } and from the first of April to the 3lst of August, the immense 
be able to discharge their office but very inadequately. { number of 25,000 Emigrants arrived here from the same places 

Yet this object is accomplished far better than it could be by any } Besides vast numbers from France, Germany, Switzerland, Prussia, 
effort of human wisdom, through the agency of men, who think | Poland, and all parts of the world. 
each of nothing beyond their own immediate interest, who, with The climate I may observe is not so agreeable here (New York) 
that object in view, perform their respective parts with eheerful } as that of England ; being extremly hot in Summer, and cold in 
zeal, and combine unconsciously to employ the wisest means for | Winter. But the Spring and Fall are very pleasant. One thing, 
effecting an object, the vastness of which it would bewilder them | with respect both to the climate and the people, is, they are 





} : 
to contemplate, composed of extremes. In Summer it is hot enough to cook meat 

Early and long familiarity is apt to generate a careless, Iimight | in the Sun: and in Winter it is cold enough to freeze water by the 
almost say, a stupid indifference, to many objects, which, if new | fireside. It does not rain often; but “itnever rains but it 


to us, would excite a great and just admiration ; and many are } pours.’’ The people, too never work, at all, scarcely in Summer 


inclined even to hold cheap a stringer who expresses wonder at | or Winter; but in the Spring 1 Fall they have scarcely time 








what seems to us very natural and simple, merely because we have } to sleep or eat their meals. I have now to be at the store working 
been used to it; while in fact perhaps our apathy is a more just | like a thresher, from seven o’clock in the morning until eight and 
subject of contempt than his astonishment. Moyanger, a New- | nine o’clock in the evening, after which I cross the river, and walk 





Zealander who was brought to England, was struck with especial | two miles. What time is there left for improvement of the mind, 
wonder, in his visit to London, at the mystery, as it appeared to | 1 would ask? 
him, how such an immense population could be fed, as he saw They go to the extreme also with their cating. They have 
neither cattle nor crops. Many of the Londoners, who would per- } three meals a day; they take breakfast before they go to their 
haps have laughed at the savage’s admiration, would probably {Stores ; dine at twelve ; and then they never have anything until 
have been found never to have thought of the mechanism which is | eight, or nine, in the evening. They don’t allow themselves above 
here at work. fifteen minutes for a meal; and they almost univ rsaly smoke, 
It is really wonderful to consider with what ease and regularity | and chew, tobacco, from the age of twelve and upwards. The 
this important end is accomplished, day after day, and year after | Ladies also. go to the extreme in their dress. ‘Ihey wear bustles 
year, through the sagacity and vigilance of private interest operat- | as large as bolsters; and this is not the only artifice they adopt to 
ing on the numerous class of wholesale, and more especially re- }make themselves shapely. Another trait in the American cha- 
tail, dealers. Eachof these watches attentively the demands of | 'acter is, if they cannot get work at one thing, they will begin at 
his neighbourhood, or of the market he frequents, for such com- | anything else. The are ‘‘ Jacks of all trades, and masters of few.” 
modities as he deals in. The apprehension, on the one hand, of | You requested me to say what I thought of republican institutions, 
not realising all the profit hc might, and on the other hand, of | 28 carried out in America. I will tell you as far as I have seen. 
having his goods left on his hands, either by his laying in too large | Now is a likely time to see, when the Presidential election is so 
\ stock, or by his rivals’ underselling him, these, acting like anta- | ear. Itis a regular office secking concern altogether. You 
gonist muscles, regulate the extent of his dealings, and the prices | never hear them speak of principles, but men, and as to freedom 
at which he buys and sells. An abundant supply causes him to } Of opinion in the slave states, it is worse than in England. For 
lower his prices. and thus enables the public to enjoy that abun- | instance, it would cost any man his life to say, he was an abolish- 
dance ; while he is guided only by the apprehension of being un-} onist, in any of the Southern States. America is grossly missre- 
dersold; and, on the other hand, an actual or apprehended | presented in England. Sometimes favourable; sometimes the 
searcity causes him to demand a higher price, or to keep back his | opposite. This is very easy to account for. It being so favour- 
goods in expectation of a rise. ably represented to those who come, they immagine, if they can 
For doing this, corn dealers in particular are often exposed to | but get here, though they landed without a halfpenny in the world, 
odium, as if they were the cause of scarcity; while in reality they | they should be alright. ‘he effect of misrepresentation on the one 
are performing the important service of husbanding the supply in | Side, causes misrepresentation on the other. Now, it must be clear 
Proportion te its deficiency, and thus warding off the calamity of | to every thinking mind, that, in a country where competition rans 
famine ; in the same manner as the commander of a garrison or a | 80 high, there must be an energetic struggle to compete with 
‘hip, regulates the allowances according to the stock and the time | them, or be left behind. If he be a mechanic, no matter of what 
t is to last. But the dealers deserve neither censure for the | kind, if he cannot meet with employment at his own business, he 
arcity which they are ignorantly supposed to produce, nor credit | ™ust try som« thing else. For it is ten to one if he meets with 
‘or the important public service which they in reality perform. | ¢™ployment at his own particular trade. At first, all have their 
‘hey are merely occupied in gaining a fair livelihood. And in the | difficulties; but they must be met,—they must be overcome ! 
pursuit of this object, without any comprehensive wisdom People who come out, to go upon the land, have to suffer many 
rany need of it, they co-operate, unknowingly, in conducting aj Pti‘ations if they come out individually. There is their little 
jstem which, we may safely say, no human wisdom directed to | pach of land, perhaps lying far from any road; they cannot get 
hat end could have conducted so well: the system by which this} their produce to a good market. They cannot produce, themselves, 
fhormous population is fed from day to day. { all they want; and have to pay high prices for it. Now, from a 
: ; : little attention to this subject, I am of the opinion, that if a num- 
ber of prople would ccme out, and locate themselves near together, 
as the Potters’ Emigration Society proposes, they might be the 
happiest people alive. By their united labour, they might clear 


EMIGRATION.—Lretrer No. XXXVI. 
PER HIBERNIA. 


| 
} 
' 
; 
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New York, September 13th, 1844, | away the timber, make good roads, and cultivate their land to 
‘ 5 ’ ‘ 

To My Dy AR Motner, Sisters, aNp Brornens Aut, * * |)" ch better advant ge! The land, under the present system is 
2: 9 not half cultivated; they are all short of labourers. Scattered 
bout, miles from cach other, all having a plet ef their own 


* * And as America and the Americans are | 
( ton s ‘ . 
ueWhat connected with some part of my anticipations, I will give 
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They have no society; their land not half cultivated; and very 
inferior facilities for making the best of their produce. I am 
much in favour of the Potters’ plan, if they will but keep together. 
immensely rich. As an illustration, 
the Rappites went West, a few ago, wsthout money and 
laboured unitedly on the land. For the first year, they were 
obliged to borrow money ; and at the end of three years they paid 


‘They might in a few years b« 


years 


it back with 20 per cent interest; and now they are in possession | 


of many thousands of acres of land; the greater part in a high 
state of cultivation; and worth 7,000 Dollars per member' This 
is not a tale to misrepresent ; but it is a fact which you may state 
without fear of denial. I have enquired, for W. L. concerning 
Wisconsin Teritory; and I assure him, the accounts I 
received are most flattering. Good soil; moderate climate; and 
Young Dillon, from the Grange. has bought land 
What I have stated, as 


very healthy! 
1 Wisconsin Teritory, near Milwaukee. 


regards America and the Americans, are what I know to be facts, 


which none can deny. 
*“ Nothing extenuate nor aught set down in malice.” 
To conclude this subject, once for all, I state, that America is 
a Home for every steady, sober, and industrious person. There 
may be some inconveniences, such as the weather, but on the 
whole ’ 


it is far before England for the working man 
I ever remain your affectionate Son and Brother, 


WILLIAM MADDOCK. 


To Mrs. Mary Maddock, Newcastle Street, Burslem, Sta ordshire | 


Potteries, Englaud 
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OFFICIAL NOTICES. 
THE POTTERS GENERALLY 
Areinformed, thatthe Five THousanp Pounps FunpCoMMITTEES 
of the several districts meet at the following times and places. 
TUNSTALL; Engine House, Saturday evening, 7 o'clock 
Bens_emM; Bull’s Head, Saturday evening, 7 o’clock. 
Haney ; Talbot Inn, Saturday evening, 7 o’clock. 
Sroke; Old Swan Inn, Saturday evening, 7 clock. 
Fenton; Argel Inn, Saturday evening, 7 o’clock 
Loneron ; George and Dragon, Saturday evening, 7 o'clock. 








All potters who, from accident, may not be called on, for their } 


half-crown levy, are requested to forward the same to any of the 
above committees. Cards are prepared, and in the hands of the 


committees, on which will be receipted every levy paid by every | 


individual potter, and one presented to each subscriber. Potters, 
do your duty! as there ar al NEW MACHINES just 
brought into the district and it will require all your power to 
obstruct their introduction in the trade. Forward your levies, 
like men! Also:— 


seve 


STOKE, NOVEMBER 26th, 1844. 
Str,—Will you please to put the following in this weck’s 
Examiner, as monies paid from a few Stoke friends, towards the 
Sheffield Debt, since October the I8th, 1844. 
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{ Also :— 

THE POTTERS OF LONGTON 
Are informed, that a Public Meeting of all Branches of Opera- 
tive Potters will take place, on Wednesday evening next, Decem- 
} ber 12th, 1844, at the WORKING MAN’S HALL, Longton, for 
} tha purpose of taking into consideration the most legal and effi- 
| cient means of obstructing the introduction of machinery into the 
Potting Business. Chair to be taken at 7 o’clock. 

} ADMISSION FREE! 


t 


W. BOULTON, 
Late of Mr. Wood’s Employ, Burslem, 


j EGS to inform his friends and the Public, that he has, by the 
assistance of his friends, commenced business in the 


PROVISION TRADE, 


} 7 ‘1 ~ 
} at No. ¢, Church Street, Burslem, where he would be most happy 
} to supply any of his friends with 
} FLOUR, BREAD, CHEESE, BACON, &e. $c. 
at moderate prices. 
He also begs to state that he will attend the Market on Mondays 
{ - . 
and Saturdays, where he would be glad to accomodate his friends 
and the Public with articles in the Provision line.—He returns 
| thanks for the kindness he has experienced at the hands of his 
} Fellow-workmen, and will do his best to merit the same for the 
rest of his days. 


CHEAP HAT & CAP ESTABLISHMENT. 
{ FELLOW TOWNSMEN, 
YOU will consult your own interest, by trying the 
PATENT FRENCH VELVET HAT, 
Price 8s. and 10s., equal to the best London Beaver, formerly 
sold at 24s. ; 


SPLENDID SHORT NAPS, 


from 4s, upwards; 
|_.4 GREAT VARIETY OF BEAVER BONNETS, 
from 3s. 6d., of the first fashion. : 

ALL SORTS OF CAPS, in great variety. 

Observe.— 
SALISBURY & Co’, 

Market Place, Burslem, and corner of Tontine Street, 

Hanley. 





NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Received; “A Potter,” Hanley; and “ A- Union Man,” Bur 
} slem. 

“ A Wellwisher,” Leeds, shall appear at our earliest convenience. 
Friend Scofield, thaks. 
Received, jor the. Unemployed Fund, Coalport, 2s. ; Burslem, 
10s. 6d. ; A Frieud at Mr. Dsmmock’s, Gd. ; Mr. Wilditch,’ £3. 
FIVE THOUSANDS POUNDS FUND. 
Friend Bate, two instalments, 5s. 
Peter M’cGill is informed, that the charge for advertizing is,— 
| Ten lines 58.5; every additicnal line Sourpence: half price if con- 
tinues. 


{ Gilder’’ is submitted to the Examiner Committee. 





Printed for the Executive of “The United Branches of Operative 

Potters,” and Published by W. Evans, Brunswick Street, 
| Shelton; Sold ‘also by Brown, Longton; Dent, and Yates 
Shelton; Manley, Bursiem ; Bell, Stoke. &c. &c. 


—_———__-— ——————— 


BATL, PRINTER, SHELTON 
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